MEDICATION ERROR
What is medication error?

A medication error includes, but not limited to, the following:

1. A child receives the wrong medication

2. A child receives medication prescribed for someone else
3. A child receives the wrong dosage of medication

4. A child receives medication at the wrong time

5. A medication dose is skipped or missed

6. A child receives expired medication

7. Not following the medication administration instruction, such as giving a child medication on an empty stomach when the medication should be given with food.

8. A child receives medication that was not stored as required to maintain the effectiveness of the medication; such as refrigerating or exposing the medication to heat or sunlight.

What must I do if I find a medication error?

· You must document the error within 24 hours:

1. Report the error to the pharmacist/healthcare professional
2. Time and date of the error

3. The medication error

4. The time and date of call(s) to the licensed health-care professional

5. The name and title of the health-care professional contacted

6. The health-care professional’s medical recommendations for ensuring the child’s safety

Medication Error Report

Time/Date of error: ___________ Staff/Caregiver making the report: ___________________________
Medication error: _____________________________________________________________________
Time/Date of call(s) to licensed health-care professional: _____________________________________
Name/Title of health-care professional contacted: __________________________________________
The health-care professional’s recommendations for ensuring child’s safety: _____________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Medication label error

Have the label on the container corrected as soon as possible, but not later than the next business day.
· Use one form for each child and for each medication error occurrence.
